Minutes of H.J. Cambie Secondary School
Parent Advisory Committee Meeting

Wednesday September 23, 2009
7:07 p.m. Meeting called to order by Dave De Ré.

Attendees

· Administrator - Neil Kamide 

· Executive Members – Dave De Ré, Nisha Dhawan, Sheena Gingrich, Sharan Johal and Pat Lewis 
· Non-Executive Members -  Kathy Churchill, Hildegard Fast, Laurie Johnson, Falina Keegan, Gladys Ogugua, Rajan Pradhan and Debby Smith
(1) Approval/Amendments to Agenda – Dave De Ré requested the addition of Meet the Teacher, Society Fact and Door Prize to the agenda.  Dave De Ré motioned to adopt the agenda, all were in favor and the motion passed unanimously.
(2) Adoption of Minutes: May 27, 2009 – A minor modification is required to the PAC scholarship recipients; there were actually six recipients and not five.  Dave De Ré motioned approval of minutes, all were in favour and the motion passed unanimously.
(3) Correspondence –Most of the items in the correspondence box are fundraising notices.  The B.C. Confederation of Parent Advisory Council is soliciting members for an annual fee of $65.00, the Cambie PAC is not a member of this group and it was decided it would remain status quo and revisit joining this group next year.  An update was provided on the gaming funds reduction.  A letter has been sent to all PACs, from the B.C. Association Council of gamin, requesting PACs to voice their opinion if they feel cuts are unjust.  It has been suggested we write to our local MLA.  The current allocation per student has been reduced from $20.00/student to $10.00/student.
(4) Reports
· Chairperson – Dave De Ré – Welcomed PAC members to a new school year.  Dave would like PAC members to focus upon their goals for the current school year, what is it that PAC sees itself doing.  Feedback can be provided to Dave via email at dere4@shaw.ca .
· Treasurer – Falina Keegan – provided an update on the financial status of the PAC general chequing account and the after grad account.  It was noted the current report, distributed to PAC members, the general accounts include $1,950.00 of after grad funds which have been transferred to after grad but not reflected in today’s report.  The general account was used for paying for the Christmas hamper, staff luncheon, society fees and guest speakers.  The base amount in this account is $5,000.00 plus whatever fundraising and gaming funds the school receives.
· Neil Kamide advised PAC for this year the after grad ticket sales were added to the fee statement and to date 88 tickets have been sold.

· It was noted a changing of signatures is necessary which requires a letter from the school for the bank.  Pat Lewis will be replacing Falina Keegan as a signatory and Dave De Ré will be replacing Kathy Churchill as a signatory.

· After Grad – No new update.  It was noted due to the gaming funds reduction a budget proposal should be submitted by the After Grad Committee outlining their needs for the current school year.  This should be tabled at a future meeting. 
· RDPA Report – Rajan Pradhan provided an update on the September RDPA meeting.  It was noted the RDPA meets the 3rd Tuesday of every month from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  They have just updated their website which is more user friendly.  A training course in Food Safety is being offered by the RDPA and further information is available on their website.  In addition there is a survey regarding the gaming funds reductions which Dave De Ré will complete on behalf of the H.J. Cambie PAC

(5)  Old Business – Photographs and thank you letters were sent to the school from the PAC scholarship recipients. 

(6)  New Business
· PAC Executive for 2008/09 – the following positions are currently vacant:

· RDPA Representative 

· School Planning Council Representative 

· Members at Large – 2 vacancies

Laurie Johnson expressed an interest in being the RDPA representative however; it may conflict with her commitment to the Tait Elementary PAC meetings.  The next RDPA meeting is scheduled for October 20th and Gladys Ogugua volunteered to attend this.

Kathy Churchill volunteered to be the School Planning Council Representative.  Dave De Ré to follow up with Kathy.  For members at large we currently have 1 elected member and it was agreed to leave the other 2 spots vacant.  

· Code of Ethics – this document will be ready for the October meeting and executive members will be responsible for signing this document.

· PAC Timeline – document was reviewed.

· Gaming Funds – the gaming funds application form has been modified to advise applicants of the current reductions to gaming funds.  As soon as we receive our allocation the application form will be distributed to staff members.  A deadline date of October 16th has been set for all requests for gaming funds. In addition it was agreed a sub-committee would be formed to review all incoming requests consisting of:  Dave De Ré, Nisha Dhawan, Laurie Johnson and Debby Smith.
· Society Act – Dave De Ré explained this is a body that we need to register to as a non-profit organization.  Normally a copy of the AGM minutes and fees are submitted together.  A submission was made by Falina Keegan which was returned with questions, Dave De Ré to follow up on this with previous executive members of the RDPA to see how this functions.
· Meet the Teacher – It was suggested a PAC representative address the parents at Meet the Teacher night.  Dave De Ré and Falina Keegan volunteered to speak.
(7) Administration Report – Neil Kamide
· Budget – N. Kamide provided an update on the reduction of the casino grant.  As well this year the annual facilities grant will not be issued which is a $4M loss for the school district.  The shortfall will materialize in the school budget.
· The Fraser Institute Report – this is the 2nd year in a row where this group has identified H.J. Cambie as a finalist for the award for academic achievement.

· Staffing – N. Kamide advised PAC members of new staff hired by the school including a new Vice Principal Mr. da Silva.

· Administration – the timetables were a challenge this year and the staff is working through this.  The school would like to go green and is looking at eliminating the school newsletter hard copies and sending out electronically via email.

· Intermediate Learning Project – this is a 3 year project to identify a transition process for the grade eights.  Further information will be available at Meet the Teacher.  This year the grade eight students were assigned leadership buddies from grades 11 and 12.  It was suggested this group address PAC and speak about their experiences.

(8)  Door Prize – Debby Smith was the winner of a gift card for Starbucks.

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  The next PAC meeting is on Wednesday October 28th @ 7:00 p.m. in the school library.
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